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THE COMPOSITION OF THE HOUSE OF
LORDS
v/Before the seventeenth century there were usually be-
tween 70 and 100 persons who sat in the House of Lords in
response to the King's writ of summons. In addition to the
King and royal Princes, there would usually be present the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York, probably about 20
Bishops, about 25 Abbots (the Abbots did not attend after
1539), half a dozen or so Earls, and between 20 and 50 Barons.
New ranks in the peerage were created from time to time:
Edward, the Black Prince, became the first Duke in 1337; the
first Marquess was created in 1385 and the first Viscount in
1440.
The number of Temporal (non-ecclesiastical) Peers rose
to about 200 by the middle of the eighteenth century, and
during the second half of the century the number increased
considerably. No fewer than 388 new peerages were created
during the long reign of George IIL By the end of the nine-
teenth century the House of Lords numbered nearly 600. The
number has increased further during the present century,
and the House is now constituted as follows:
Peers of the Blood Royal                                           4
Spiritual Peers (Archbishops and Bishops)                   26
Lords of Appeal in Ordinary                                           9
Scottish Representative Peers                                           16
Irish Representative Peers                                                 4
Other Peers (Dukes, Marquesses, Earls, Viscounts,
and Barons), including 20 minors who have  not
taken their seats                                                         828
"887
The Peers of the Blood Royal do not take an active part
in the normal work of the House. The Spiritual Peers con-
sist of the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, the Bishops